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The Education Reform (N.1) order 1989 sets out the circumstances in which charges can and
cannot be levied on parents in respect of the education provided by registered pupils in
Doagh Primary School.

The Board of Governors supports the basic right of free education for the pupils of Doagh
Primary School. We also recognise the valuable contribution that the wide range of
additional activities, including clubs, visitors to schools, trips and residential experiences can
make towards the pupils’ personal and social education. We therefore aim to promote and
provide such activities as part of a broad and balanced curriculum for the pupils of the
school and also as optional activities. We endeavour to keep costs for parents/guardians to
a minimum. Every effort is made to utilise PTA funds and grant schemes to supplement
costs incurred.

It should be noted:

- School will only organise any additional ‘paid’ trips/activities with suitable notice in
advance to allow the maximum number of children to attend

- Where a large expense is necessary (such as residential trips) we will endeavour to
accommodate payment in instalments. Children receiving Free School Meals may
pay slightly less for board and lodging if relevant funding is available

- School will provide an alternative educational activity or arrangement for pupils
whose families have elected not to pay the cost of an activity when a vast majority
are willing.

Charges

The governing body reserves the right to make a charge in the following circumstances for
activities organised by the school.

e Residential Visits

The Board of Governors see great value in residential educational visits and would
seek to encourage these at Doagh Primary School.

However, in order that such trips should not become an undue financial burden on
the overall school budget, the governors will meet the full cost of the trip by levying
a charge for subsistence i.e. food and lodgings, the cost of transport, admissions etc.
If the cost of substitute cover cannot be met from existing school resources the
Board of Governors reserves the right to also charge towards this.



Transport

A charge may be made when a pupil makes use of transport which is not provided
free of charge, e.g. to and from swimming lessons, sporting tournaments, choir
outings. Doagh Primary School always endeavours to find the most economical cost
for transport, provided that all safety measures are met.

Materials, Books, Equipment, Instruments and Clothing

No charge will be made for materials, books, equipment, instruments or clothing
used in providing the Northern Ireland Curriculum in school. However, each teacher
will ask parents to provide some basic stationery/supplies at the commencement of
each school year (with top-up requests throughout the year, if required). If, for any
reason, these cannot be supplied, school will provide alternative stationery items.

If a parent indicates a desire to use a particular product: e.g. a book bag in P1/2, they
will be charged appropriately for such resources. Parents may also wish to purchase
other stationery products for their child if it is appropriate to do so, e.g. school
money envelopes

Incidental Expenses

The Board of Governors recognises that there may be certain activities incurring
minor incidental expenses, such as materials and/or ingredients required for lessons
in practical subjects. In such cases where the end product becomes the property of
the child, parents/carers will be required to meet the cost of the ingredients or
materials involved.

Loss, Damage and Breakages

Parents may be expected to make reparation for any loss of schoolbooks and
equipment. Equally parents may be charged for damage to materials, or the school
structure caused by pupils.

Voluntary Contributions

The Board of Governors will invite voluntary contributions for the benefit of the
school or in support of activities organised by the school, whether inside or outside
school hours. Parents will be informed when contributions are requested.

Where such contributions are sought, the following points should be noted: -

The level of contribution sought or invited will cover all or part of the cost of the
activities for all children, including those from low-income families
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No child will be refused permission to attend or participate in an activity if their
parent/s are unable to meet the cost of the activity; in such cases, the matter will be
discussed with the Principal

The Board of Governors reserves the right to cancel any event if overall costs cannot
be met.

Occasionally parents and children may be asked for voluntary contributions towards
PTA funds, towards school funds or towards identified charity collections, through
organised events such as non-uniform days, sponsored activities and fairs/events.

Optional Extras

The Board of Governors will make a charge for optional extras when wholly or
mainly outside school time or when in addition to the delivery of the Northern
Ireland Curriculum, such as a theatre visit, or educational visit.

The total charge to parents may include elements for:

The pupil’s travel

Materials, books, equipment, instruments

Additional staff costs

Admission to places of interest e.g. museums, castles, theatres etc
Insurance costs

Where a pupil is to be involved in an optional extra, prior approval of the parent will
be obtained in writing.

External Providers

The Board of Governors will make a charge for services provided by external
providers such as the local Council for the provision of swimming coaches, pool time
for P6-7, swimming programme and the associated transport costs.

Third Party Charges

The Board of Governors may decide for some of its services to be provided by a third
party. In such cases the third party will charge parents directly. An example of this
will be when a child opts to attend after school providers such as Playsport or
Junglenastix.



Fees for costs incurred for music tuition will be by private arrangements between
the parent and the tutor.

The full charge for such third-party opportunities will be passed on to parents.

Letting of Facilities

Education Authority procedures will be followed for the letting of facilities outside
school hours, e.g. the letting of the school for an election or the hall for a weekly
class.

Remissions

Where a child is entitled to Free School Meals and asks for additional support, the
school will endeavour to refund part or all of the cost of board and lodging for any
residential trip that it organises, if alternative funding cannot be obtained (e.g.
through sponsorship/donation or a bequest fund)

Parents are informed at the start of each academic year of the procedures required
in order to make application to receive support for Uniform Allowance and Free
School Meals.

Where it is financially feasible and alternative funding can be sourced, school will
provide assistance for ‘paid’ activities to all families (e.g. PTA may fund part/all of the
Christmas Pantomime trip)

Refunds for any activities or resources are only given if the school can reclaim the
costs from the provider. If school can claim part of the overall cost, this amount will
be refunded to the parent/carer as appropriate.

Parents should seek clarification from the Principal on any matters of concern
regarding this policy.



