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INTRODUCTION

We believe that homework is an important learning link between home and school and that
effective homework helps develop independent learning skills and consolidates work
which is being carried out in school. It also enables children to develop effective study
habits which will prove essential as they progress through their school life.

Through this policy we aim to:

« Ensure that parents are clear about what their child is expected to do.

« Ensure consistency of approach throughout the school.

« Use homework as a tool to help continue to raise standards of attainment.

« Extend the learning experiences beyond the classroom environment.

« Provide opportunities for parents, children and the school to work together in
partnership in relation to children’s learning.

« Encourage pupils and their parents to share and enjoy learning experiences.

« Reinforce work covered in class by providing further opportunities for individual
learning.

« Practice or consolidate basic skills and knowledge, especially in Numeracy and
Literacy.

« Encourage children to develop the responsibility, confidence and self-discipline
needed to study independently.

THE NATURE OF HOMEWORK

It should be noted that homework can be set in many different forms with many different
expectations and outcomes. Reading and spelling are always essential elements of every
child's homework. It is important to remember that when expecting and setting homework
there are a number of points to consider.

1. The nature and type of homework changes as a pupil gets older.

2. Amount of homework may increase as a pupil gets older.

3. Homework should be set at an appropriate level; it should not cause undue stress
on the pupil or parent. This leads to poor learning and defeats the purpose of
homework. Parents should contact the class teacher if this is happening.

4. Homework should be set regularly.

Frequency and duration will depend on the age and ability of the child. The table below
sets out how long homework should take, on average, and how this progresses throughout
the school. These times reflect the total time that a child should take to complete
homework, with a sustained effort (no breaks) and to include all aspects i.e. spellings,
mental maths, tables, reading and written work. Parents should decide with their child how
to best organise homework completion.

Children in Key Stage 2 classes, particularly P6 and P7, may be required to undertake a
project with a longer period of time allocated to complete the task. On occasions such as
these, children are expected to manage their own time on a daily basis and to ensure that
the completed task is finished in the specified time. This is in preparation for many post-
primary homework arrangements when children have a much greater degree of freedom in
which to organise work to be completed at home. Such projects are set in place of written
homework and not in addition to written tasks.
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Class Time spent (on Usual Content
average)

P1 20 minutes Reading, sound activities, nursery rhymes, literacy
and maths

P2 25 minutes Reading, spelling, literacy and maths

P3 30 minutes Reading, spelling, number facts, literacy and maths
(alternate nights)

P4 40 minutes Reading, spelling, number facts/tables, literacy and
maths (alternate nights)

P5 45 minutes Reading, spelling, number facts/tables, literacy and
maths (alternate nights*)

P6 45 — 60 minutes Reading, spelling, number facts/tables, literacy and
maths (alternate nights*)

P7 60 minutes Reading, spelling, number facts/tables, literacy and
maths (alternate nights*)

*From P5 onwards, a literacy or maths homework may be substituted with work
related to research for a class project.

Children with Special Educational Needs

Homework is set for all children as a normal part of school life and should always be
appropriate to the ability of the child. If a child has Special Educational Needs, the class
teacher will adapt or change any task set so that all children can contribute in a positive
way.

ROLE OF THE CLASS TEACHER

To provide an explanation of homework tasks to parents when necessary and give
guidance of how they might assist their child. This may be done by a note with the work
or at parents’ meeting.

To set up regular homework in an easily followed routine.

To ensure that homework is set consistently.

To ensure any homework is purposeful and links directly to the work being taught.

To reward and praise children who regularly complete homework tasks.

To mark homework and give feedback to pupils.

ROLE OF PARENTS/CARERS

Check the Homework Diary / school bag / SeeSaw to find out homework set.

Provide a suitable, quiet environment where pupils can do their homework alone, i.e.
not in front of the television.

Encourage younger family members to play quietly if in the same room.

Make it clear to children that they value homework and support the school in explaining
how it can help their learning.

Encourage children to attempt and persevere with a task, giving support if appropriate.
Listen and talk about children’s reading on a regular basis to ensure understanding of
what they have read.

Assist with the learning of spellings and tables (mental maths facts) by writing them
out.

Keep school informed of any changes in the child’s circumstances which may affect
learning.
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Check written homeworks to ensure they have been completed satisfactorily.

Sign all written homeworks

Encourage and praise their child when they have completed their homework.

Write a comment in the homework book if the child has experienced difficulties
completing a homework (the teacher can provide further support to the child in class).
Provide a note to the teacher explaining any difficulty or delay in returning homework.
e Contact the class teacher regarding any problems or questions about homework.

It is vital that parents display a positive attitude to homework and value its
importance.

ROLE OF THE CHILD

Children (as is age appropriate) are responsible for:

making sure they understand what they have to do;

trying their best in all homework activities;

completing homework promptly and handing this in as required

being organized and remembering to take homework home;

taking responsibility for their own learning;

remembering that the learning of ‘tables’, ‘maths facts’ and spellings is of vital

importance and that learning homeworks are expected to be completed,;

e taking pride in presentation and content and remembering the high standards
expected; and,

o follow any feedback the teacher gives them.

GENERAL

We are very keen for parents to support and help their children with homework. We take
the view that children are likely to get more out of an activity if parents get involved as long
as it remains the child’s work. However, there are times when we will want to see what
children can do independently. It is particularly important, as they get older, for children to
become increasingly independent in their learning. If a parent is unsure about what their
role should be, they should discuss it with their child's teacher. It is agreed that:

e Homework should be marked and returned to the children promptly. Feedback may be
given to individual pupils, or to groups of pupils.

e It is the responsibility of the child to ensure they have their homework and related
books in their school bag.

e Pupils who have not completed a set homework may be asked to do this at
break/lunch time, unless a valid reason is provided by parents. Children will be given
time to go outside for a period of time.

e If a child is absent for a prolonged period of time, parents should contact the child’s
teacher regarding homework support and guidance.

e Parents who have queries about homework should not hesitate to make an
appointment to see their child’s class teacher.



