DOAGH PRIMARY SCHG?L DOdg h
o, 7 Primary School

January 2026 News

Contact us....

www.doaghps.co.uk?! Ibrown312@c2ken.net?
Tel: 028 93340779

Facebook: Doagh Primary School

Instagram: @doaghprimaryschool

Please follow us on our social media platforms - we regularly post activities and events: don't
miss out!

thttps://www.doaghps.co.uk/
Zmailto:lbrown312@c2ken.net



https://www.doaghps.co.uk/
mailto:lbrown312@c2ken.net

A snowy start to January! What fun!









Let's get outdoors!
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Forest School Adventures!
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January Pupil of the Week Stars
P1: Archer, Matilda, Arthur, Will

P2/3: Isaac, Harper, Eden, Louie

P3/4: Jack, Seth, Reuben, Josh

P5/6: Sophie, Zoe, Emilia, Mya

P6/7: Isla, Alex, Archie T, Ross
Congratulations to you all!

Be Honest was our focus for the month of January and the winners were: P1: Zoe P2: Junior P3:
Aaron P4: Rudi P5: Emilia P6: Bella P7: Archie The honey pot winners were: Zoe and Tilly
February's focus is to Be Helpful!

The Clovers won Term 1's house points competition. They thoroughly enjoyed their Bouncy
Castle treat! We have reset the points - who can win Term 2?



Giving back......

Thank you to all of our families for supporting Macmillan Cancer Support at our Christmas
Concerts. We raised an incredible £383.63! I'm sure you'll agree that the children were
OUTSTANDING! You also helped us to raise an amazing £251.29 for the Ballyclare Poppy Appeal
and £89.30 for Read2Dogs charity. Brenda and Max were simply delighted As we all know, it's
good to share!

SNAP (Sit Natter and Play) kids and carers group takes place every Friday morning in school.

Everyone with pre-school age children is welcome. If you would like to find out more
information, please contact the school office.



Keeping everyone safe!

Our Safeguarding Team are always here to help.

Designated teacher for Child Protection: Mrs Brown Deputy Designated teacher: Miss Bell
Chair of Governors: Mrs J Henderson Designated Governor: Mrs J Hewitt

Remember you can contact Social Services Gateway Team on 0300 1234 333 if you are
concerned about anyone in our school.

ParentLineNl is a free local helpline operated by qualified and trained counsellors. Contact
0808 8020400

Please also remember to check out our Safer Schools App.

The Safeguarding Board for Northern Ireland have created an excellent hub which contains lots
of information for children and adults alike. Please check it out!

Online Safety Hub3

We are delighted that the PSNI Neighbourhood Team are coming to school on Friday 30th
January to take an Online Safety Workshop with P6/7. We thank them for their support in this
very important matter.

3https://onlinesafetyhub.safeguardingni.org/



https://onlinesafetyhub.safeguardingni.org/

This month's shareable is all about TikTok

https://saferschoolsni.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/NI-All-about-TikTok-updated-nov-
222.ipg

Our Complaints Policy is available on the school website and a copy is available from the school

office upon request.

Staying Safe

SAFE

All of our staff have been trained in First Aid (valid for 3 years). Our Designated Teacher for First
Aid is Miss Bell. Please remember we are an Allergy Aware School and we ask that you do NOT
send in any nut products into school. In order to keep our children safe, may | also ask that
you please remember to close the small school gate upon arrival and exit. May | also ask that
you respect our neighbours when you are parking outside school. Thank you!


https://saferschoolsni.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/NI-All-about-TikTok-updated-nov-222.jpg
https://saferschoolsni.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/NI-All-about-TikTok-updated-nov-222.jpg

PTA News

Thanks to the money raised by our PTA, we have purchased 5 new laptops for school and are
able to renew our cashless system for another year. PTA also paid for the buses which took us to
our Christmas pantomime, which significantly reduced the cost for everyone.

The PTA continue to work very hard to raise money for our school and reading programme with
Mrs Humphreys. We also must thank them for organising our recent visit from Santa Claus and
for their amazing school fair. It was such a lot of fun!

The PTA meet a few times throughout the year and have already more plans in place for the
rest of the year. They are always looking for new members and everyone is very welcome!
Their next meeting is on Tuesday 17th Feb 2026 at 7pm

If you are shopping online, please remember to use easyfundraising.org. This means that we
would earn a percentage of your purchased to put to school funds. Happy shopping!



Eco-Council







Our Eco-Council has been busy preparing for spring time. The nest boxes have been cleared and
our Bee Meadow is raked and prepared for Spring. Their last Cash for Clobber collection raised
£26. Thanks to Mr Acheson - a real Eco Warrior!

Ballyclare Blitz

The weather certainly didn't put us off - and our 2 teams thoroughly enjoyed playing against lots
of other local teams. One win, some losses and a lot of fun! Thanks to Mr Davey and Mr
Workman who support our teams in so many ways. Also, thanks to Mrs Jenkins for some last-
minute transport help, too! We look forward to the next one (and hope for some kinder
weather!)



For your information

Our after school clubs are up and running!

Please note there will be NO AFTER SCHOOL CLUBS on the week beginning Monday 2nd
February (due to parental interviews). After school clubs will finish for term 2 on Wednesday
19th March 2026. Separate arrangements apply for Junglenastix and PlaySport.

Jolly Bees and Honey Bees continue daily. Please make sure you book in!



Our breakfast club continues daily from 7:45am. £2 per day.

Please also remember that we are closing on Tuesday 17th March 2026.

We hope P6 and P7 enjoy their trip to Woodhall in February - Challenge yourselves - you will
be amazed at what you can achieve!

e Please remember that for Health and Safety Reasons there should be no dogs in the
school grounds.

e | am not hoping for any more snow (or storms) but in the event that we have either,
please keep an eye on the school website/text messages to inform you if we have to
close early.

e Please remember that we have a stock of pre-loved school uniform (especially
jumpers/cardigans). Please ask at the school office for further details.

Our School Development Plan - Update




This term we have been looking at our school ethos, vision and aims with our children in school.
We pride ourselves on these and are working hard to make sure that everyone embraces and
understands them.

Child centred education
High expectations
Inspirational teaching
Learning community
Distinction

In Doagh Primary School, we aim: To promote excellence in child centred education in a safe,
nurturing and stimulating environment where the dignity of all is valued and where everyone
can aspire, aim and achieve their full potential and experience success.

We continue to work as a whole school on the targets listed below. The Children's Voice and
regular pupil focus groups are monitoring progress, alongside the subject co-ordinators,
teachers and individual classes. We feel that this whole school approach is really helping us to
stay on target! The co-ordinators shared their plans and reviews with the Board of Governors in
February. A copy of the School Development Plan is available from the school office upon
request. Please don't hesitate to discuss any aspect of it with me!

Target 1: Better Learning
Aspire - To take greater pride and more responsibility for our learning
Aim - To make learning irresistible

Achieve - We will use feedback effectively to make good progress- We will take pride in our
work and school

Target 2: Problem-Solving in Maths

Aspire - To develop resilience, reasoning, and creativity in Maths by applying a variety of
problem-solving strategies

Aim - To feel confident in solving problems

Achieve - We will be able to break down problems into manageable chunks- We will be able to
explain and justify our answers- We will be able to understand mathematical language and what
the problem is asking us to do



Target 3: Extended Writing
Aspire - To improve extended writing throughout the school

Aim - To have more opportunities to develop and extend our writing

Achieve - We will use our spelling and grammar rules in our writing - We will develop creativity
and a positive attitude towards writing - We will develop key writing skills to express and
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Dates for your diary!

February

e Mon 2-Thur5 - Parental Interview week. School closes at 1:55pm all week. Jolly Bees is
available

e Tue 3 P6/7 Invisible Trafficking workshop



® Fri 6 School closes at 1:55pm for half term, No Jolly Bees. Non-uniform. £1 school funds
e Mon 9- 15 Holiday
e Mon 16 School resumes After school clubs re-commence

e Tue 17 Safer Internet day Theme ‘Smart Tech/Safe choices — Exploring the safe and
responsible use of Al)’Lessons throughout the day in classes

e Tue 17 PTA Meeting 7pm. All welcome

e Thu 19 Yr 8 Post Primary Portal closes

e Tue 24 P6/7 Invisible Trafficking Workshop
e Wed 25— Fri 27 P6& P7 at Woodhall

e Thurs 26 Celebration Assembly — Be Helpful. Please send in any awards your child has
won outside of school — We’d love to see them!

e Fri 27 Children’s Voice Optional Non-Uniform Day ; Book Buddies
March 2026

e Fri 6 - World Book Day - further details to follow

e Mon 16- Last week of school activities for this term; STEM day 2

e Tue 17 - School closed

e Fri 20 - Children's Voice Optional Non-Uniform Day; Book Buddies

e Mon 23 - Parents are notified of P1 placements via the portal

e Thurs 26- Celebration Assembly: Be Well-Mannered. We'd love to see any
awards/trophies your child would like to share with us

e Thurs 26 - PTA Easter Disco (TBC).

e Fri27 -School closes at 12noon. Non uniform £1 school funds. Egg Roll! No Jolly Bees

School re-commences on Monday 13th April 2026

Please don’t hesitate to contact the school office at any time. We are here to help and welcome
any suggestions/ideas you may have!
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